Introduction to Biblical Greek

Contracted (Contract) Verbs in —€w

Voelz Ch. 14



Devotion — Galatians 4:22-23

VEVpOLT[TOLL vap OTL ABpaau dvo
ULouq ecxev eva €K TNC modLokNnG
KOl Eva €K TNC EAgVBEpaLC.

AAN' O pEV EK TNC TTaLOLOKNC KOTA
oapKa YEyEVVNTOL, O O€ €K TNC
eAevBepac OL' emayyeAlac.



Contract (or Contracted) Verbs

* Verbs learned so far have a stem ending in a consonant (e.g.
Aeyw) or a long vowel (e.g. Auw)

 Contract verb stems end in a shortvowel: a, €, or o

* You will never see the dictionary form of contract verbs in Koine
Greek, just the contracted form



Example Paradigms

* See Chapter 14, B
* See Chapter 14, C



General Contraction Rules

1) Combining

a) 2 like vowels form a common long vowel
xX+0=0x
X+E=O

b) an“0” sound vowel overrules o € 1
Xx+0=w
O+a=wW

c) o +egora+rn (orviceversa), the first vowel overrules
X+E=O
E+ Q=T
X +1N=x



General Contraction Rules (cont.)

2) Disappearing
a) avowel disappears when combined with diphthong
€ +El=E¢l
O + 00U =0uU

b) vowel before diphthong with different vowel: vowel contracts with 15t
letter and 2"9 drops
x+oUu=w

c) there are, of course, exceptions
o +El=0Q

L



Homework

* Vocabulary
e Section F: Parse and Translate

* Section G: Practice Sentences, both Greek to English & English to
Greek

* Section H: Bible Passages
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